English Language Arts 7
Mrs. Pietrantonio – D1
Welcome to 7th grade English! I am looking forward to a productive and successful school year! To have such a year, you are expected to be an active participant in class. You will be expected to work independently, as well as in cooperative groups.
Classroom Rules

· Be in Your Assigned Seat when Bell Rings

· Follow Directions

· Do task immediately without a second reminder.

· Check assignment board daily.

· Raise your hand and wait to be called on.

· Come to Class Prepared Everyday
· Have a pen/pencil & paper ready before class begins.

· Have all books needed.

· Have homework ready to be graded.

· Be ready to be called upon to participate daily.

· Respect Others
· Have something nice to say, or say nothing at all!

· Remember:  treat others like you would like to be treated!

Absences

· YOU are responsible for getting the assignments and arranging the time to take tests that you missed/will miss when you are gone. Communication is key!
· If an anticipated absence (doctors appointment, class trip, etc…) comes on the day an assignment is due, you must turn the assignment in BEFORE its due date or have a friend turn it in for you on its due date.  Contact me in ADVANCE for the assignments that you will miss while gone.  You will NOT be permitted to make-up work after the absence.  Tests/Quizzes must be taken in ADVANCE or you will receive a ZERO.
· In the case of an excused absence (sickness, death in the family, etc…), you will have three days to finish the assignment before you receive a ZERO.  You must make-up Tests/Quizzes within the number of days you were absent.
· If your absence is unexcused, you will lose ALL the points for that assignment/test/quiz due on that day.

Expected Conduct & Procedures

· Learning will take place in this classroom and in order to ensure that, disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and will be subject to disciplinary action.

· 100% effort all the time!

· CELL PHONES WILL NOT BE PERMITTED IN CLASS…LEAVE THEM IN YOUR LOCKER or they will be collected and turned into the office.
· You will are expected to take care of bathroom issues between classes, do not ask to go to the bathroom excessively. You will be allowed to leave the classroom only 7 times each semester, use passes wisely! 
· Test will be posted on the assignment board for at least a week prior to the test date.   

· Come to class prepared.  You must bring your folder, notebook and a writing utensil daily or face disciplinary action. I DO NOT borrow pencils/pens.
· Take notes on important information, especially information placed on the overhead projector or board.  You are required to have a folder and notebook to store class materials/notes.

· Questions and comments should be appropriate.

· No e-mailed assignments will be accepted. It is your responsibility to turn in your own work per the requirement of the assignment.
· Read all assigned materials before class and be prepared to answer questions on that material during class.  Come to class ready to learn and expect to be randomly called upon.  

· You must READ and FOLLOW DIRECTIONS.  You will not get a grade for work done improperly because you did not follow directions.

· The teacher’s desk is off limits to all students, at all times.

· Dismissal is by the teacher, not the bell.  Remain seated until the teacher dismisses you.
· Cheating will not be tolerated.  Any student caught cheating or attempting to cheat will receive a zero and face disciplinary action.

· If you talk during a quiz or test you will receive a ZERO!!!!

· MAKE-UP work is your responsibility.
Course Outline: 
· Semester 1:
· Finding & Using Evidence (1/2 Week)
· Discovering the Theme & Analyzing its Development (1/2 Weeks)

· Analyzing the Interaction of Story Elements (1 Week)

· Novel (3 Weeks)

· Determining Contextual Meaning of Words and Phrases (1 Week)

· Analyzing How Forms & Structure Affect Meaning (1 Week)

· Considering How Authors Develop Differing Points of View (1 Week)

· Comparing and Contrasting Fictional & Historical Portrayals (1 Week)

· Comparing and Contrasting Fictional & Historical Portrayals (1 Week)

· Novel (3 Weeks)

· Daily Oral Language (Daily)

· Spelling (Weekly)

· Vocabulary (Weekly)

· Vocab in Context (Novel Units)

· Semester Project (1 Week)

· Semester 2:
· Using Implicit & Explicit Textual Evidence to Support Textual Evidence (1 Week)
· Determining Word & Phrase Meaning in a Text (1/2 Week)

· Analyzing Interaction Among Key Elements in a Text (1/2 Week)

· Discovering Word & Phrase Meaning in a Text (1 Week)

· Analyzing an Author’s Structural Organization (1 Week)

· Discovering an Author’s Point of View and Purpose (1 Week)

· Novel (3 Weeks)

· Analyzing an Author’s Structural Organization (1 Week)

· Discovering an Author’s Point of View & Purpose (1 Week)
· Comparing & Contrasting a Written Work with Its Multimedia (1 Week)

· Novel Multimedia (2Weeks)

· Analyzing How One Topic is Treated Differently by Different Authors (1 Week)
· Daily Oral Language (Daily)

· Spelling (Weekly)

· Vocabulary (Weekly)

· Vocab in Context (Novel Units)

· Semester Project (1 Week)
Accelerated Reader (AR):
· We will be using AR this year for independent reading and sustained silent reading time. Students will be required to read two (2) independent books per semester (at your reading level) for a grade. 
· All AR tests must be taken in class.

· We will be having sustained silent reading time weekly after spelling tests and you will be required to bring your book to class on Friday’s.

Spelling/Vocabulary:
· Each week students will be having a spelling test on Friday’s. They will receive each week’s words after each spelling test on Friday.

· Vocabulary will be a weekly activity.

· Vocabulary in context will be assigned and tested when reading novels throughout the year.

Daily Oral Language (DOL):

· Daily Oral Language (DOL) is a strategy for building student success in learning grammar, punctuation and spelling skills.

· Each day we will be working on a DOL to start class and on Friday we will have a quiz on the weeks DOL.
Edmodo/Web Page
· General information can be found on Iron Mountain Public Schools teacher web pages as well as useful links.

· You are required to join Edmodo for English 7. We will be doing this in class and your parents are encouraged to join.
· Edmodo will be used as a means to communicate throughout the year and occasionally do assignments.  Every week you will find our weekly agenda, however, it is subject to change.

· Edmodo will also be used to post some assignments for you to print or view at home.
Assignments
· No INCOMPLETE assignments will be accepted.  If an assignment is incomplete, you will be asked to complete the assignment or receive a zero (0) for that assignment. 
· No credit will be given for an assignment without a name on it. Please put your first and last name on all assignments.

· Late assignments may be turned in up to two days (2) days late BEFORE CLASS. Put all late work in the basket on my desk. After two days, you will lose credit for the late work.
· A multitude of projects will be done throughout the year.
· All projects are a Michigan Merit course/credit requirement.
Grading
· Grades are earned not given.  You may have an opportunity for extra credit but don’t expect it!
· Your grade will be an accumulation of all work. All graded work will be entered into PowerSchool for an accumulation of total points.

Grading Scale

A … 100 – 93

B- … 82-80

D+ … 69 – 67

  A- … 92 – 90

  C+ … 79 – 77

  D … 66 – 63

B+ … 89 – 87

C … 76 – 73

D- … 62 – 60

 B … 86 – 83

C- … 72 – 70

F … Below 60[image: image1.png]



